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means of instructing them, when they come to a rea-
sonable age. The aged, who die, we also baptize,
catechizing them as well as we can, and as time per-
mits. As to the others, who are not in immediate
danger of death, we shall baptize them also when,
with your help, we shall be able to instruct them in
their own language, and when they will know how
to answer us. For the adult who is baptized, must
answer for himself, and [115] not the godfather for
him. Help us, and pray for this in proportion to
your own great zeal, and do not worry, thinking they
will perish if they have not received Baptism; for
surely they will perish, and in a worse manner, if
they have received it in a bad spirit: just as, after
Baptism, if they die in mortal sin, they perish. But
if you reply that after Baptism their sins will be par-
doned through repentance alone, if they have no
Prophets to receive their confession; I say to you
also that through the same detestation of sin, with
the wish to receive Baptism, they will be saved if
they do not find any one who will administer it to
them. Therefore you see that the first thing we try
to teach them is, how to bring themselves to God
with their whole [116] hearts through true repent-
ance, and the desire to unite and incorporate them-
selves with our Savior, JESUS CHRIST. For this is
the proper spirit in which to receive Baptism itself;
and it is such, that it suffices for salvation, when the
Sacrament cannot actually be received. It is true our
legs drag in reaching this first step; but courage!
through your prayers, God will strengthen us by his
Holy Spirit.”” These, and other similar reasons, were
at that time deduced by the said Father Biard, and
have often been repeated since, but they have never



